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Cheers  of  accomplishment  and  relief  rang 
out  when  the  Town's  new  31 -page  zoning  by- 
law package  was  finally  passed  in  secret 
ballot  by  a  57-9  vote  late  at  night  on 
the  last  day  of  January.   It  ended  a  marathoi 
Town  meeting  of  eight  sessions  that  started 
just  before  Thanksgiving. 

A  core  of  about  60  Townspeople  stayed  with 
it  to  the  end.   The  group  found  special 
permits,  density  and  dimensional  regula- 
tions, etc.,  fascinating  enough  to  dissect 
them  and  listen  to  each  others'  concerns  for 
a  total  of  over  24  hours. 

The  meeting  was  a  forum  for  wisdom  and 
intellect,  humor  and  hot  tea.   It  also 
brought  up  heartfelt  emotion  and  deep 
philosophical  differences.   There  were  ap- 
peals for  volunteerism,  free  enterprise, 
and  community  tolerance  of  owner-built 
houses.   The  joyful  mood  at  the  end  was  in 
part  because  differences  had  been  tolerated 
and  accommodated.   The  bylaw  was  one  thing, 
the  experience  of  making  it  was  another. 
The  Town  was  more  of  a  community  due  to  the 
exercise  which  at  first  had  seemed  to  strain 
the  limits  of  the  town  meeting  process. 

"Nobody  else  before  this,  anywhere,  ever 
has  gone  through  a  zoning  proposal  with  such 
a  fine-toothed  comb,"  commented  Steve  Gross, 
chair  of  the  planning  board.   Moderator 
Kathy  Becker  took  to  setting  a  clock  promi- 
nently on  her  table  at  the  front  of  the  hall 
"I  have  responsibilities  to  other  towns," 
noted  Gwen  Hallsmith,  county  planner,  in  a 
deadpan,  once  when  dates  were  being  juggled 
for  reconvening  for  the  sixth  or  seventh 
time.   The  only  professional  pLanner  in  the 
hall,  she  attended  and  clarified  matters 
throughout  the  meeting. 

What  issues  got  settled  in  adopting  the 
new  bylaws? 

o  Back  lots  may  still  be  built  on,  unlike 
almost  anywhere  else  in  the  state,  but  pro- 
visions are  more  restricting. 

o  Many  hazardous  industrial  processes  are 
prohibited  outright  in  Wendell  now. 

o  Existing  auto  salvage  yards  may  expand 
indefinitely  under  special  permit.  No  new 
ownerships  are  allowed. 

o  Each  year  only  15  building  permits  may 
be  issued  for  construction  on  lots  created 
after  the  bylaw  was  first  posted.   Existing 


lots  are  "grandfathered,"  according  to  Ms. 
Hallsmith,  and  the  new  phased  growth  re- 
strictions don't  apply  to  them. 

o  Phased  growth  includes  an  incentive  sys- 
tem to  favor  kinds  of  residential  develop- 
ment that  are  considered  socially  desir- 
able.  For  the  first  six  months,  ten  of  the 
year's  permits  are  broken  down  into  the  fol- 
lowing categories,  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis:  General,  4;  Conservation  De- 
velopment (cluster),  3;  Affordable  Housing, 
3.   Thereafter  they  revert  to  the  General 
category.   Not  restricted  to  time  of  year 
are  five  Special  Conservation  Permits  (SCP). 

The  SCP  category  is  for  large  lots  on 
which  only  one  house  will  be  built,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  land  would  be  placed  under  con- 
servation restriction.   The  planning  board 
hopes  this  category  will  encourage  signif- 
icant land  protection  in  exchange  for  little 
development.   It  offers  a  building  permit 
and  openness  protection  to  a  relatively 
large  landowner  (15  •  res  or  more)  who  is 
willing  to  give  up  the  right  to  ever  sell  or 
develop  the  open  portion  of  the  land. 

Special  permits  must  be  granted  for  uses 
like  three-family  homes,  temporary  mobile 
homes  (for  use  while  the  permanent  house  is 
being  built),  riding  stables,  nursing  homes, 
industry  of  over  10,000  sq.  ft.  building 
area,  and  others. 

o  Cluster  development  is  permitted  under 
procedures  that  require  dedicated  open 
land. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 
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Selectboard  Facts 

Acid  Rain  Damage  and  Repair  (?) 

Fisher  Cat  Back,  Pets  Gone 

Wendell*^  Scene 

More  Sticks  and  Stones 

Dumping,  Legit  &  Otherwise 

Achievements  and  Honors 

A  mini  Historical  Pictorial 

Fact,  Fantasy  ,  and  Wonderment  throughout 
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Back  from  tne  frontiers  of  civilization, 
where  the  sun  rises  and  sets  on  tiers  of 
trash; 

After  a  desperate  but  futile  search  for 
that  mysterious,  mystical,  mythical  land, 
so  well  known  to  native  folklore',  the  land 
of  "Away"; 

comes  this  word  from  that  fearless  explor- 
er, that  intrepid  wanderer,  that  grubby, 
fee-grabbing  scoundrel — RATS  MAN  (Recycle 
And  Transfer  Station  MANager): 

There  is  no  "Away"!   Not  in  the  wardrobe. 
Not  behind  the  barn.   Not  in  the  swamp.  Not 
next  to  Narnia.   Not  even  if  you  take  the 
"U"  turn  at  the  end  of  the  yellow  brick  road 
No  matter  how  far  you  throw  it,  it  is  ours, 
for  better  or  for  worse,  now  and  forever, 
till  death  etc.  etc.   (Think  about  this 
before  you  get  hitched  to  something). 

We  pay  to  get  paper  and  we  are  now  paying 
to  recycle  paper — about  $20  a  ton.   Compact- 
ing it  costs  $100  a  ton.  We  can  have  it 
better,  not  worse: 

Only  Using  Recycled  paper — OUR  paper! 
Tell  the  School  Committee  about  OUR  paper. 
Tell  the  Selectboard  about  OUR  paper.   Tell 
your  Congresspeople.   Tell  your  favorite 
newspaper  and  magazine  people  that  you  will 
renew,  if  they  use  OUR  paper.   (Don't  forget 
the  Post).   Create  demand  for  OUR  paper, 
and  we  can  sell  our  paper!   It  will  be  bet- 
ter for  body  and  budget.   Virgin  materials 
can  be  nice  but  "experienced"  ones  are  bet- 
ter. 

Even  though  markets  for  recyclables  are 
far  from  fully  develoed,  recycling  is  work- 
ing for  us. 

The  amount  of  compacted  material  that  we 
export  at  $100  a  ton  has  been  very  notice- 
ably reduced,  even  though  our  town  continues 
to  growl   Look  for  those  exciting  figures 
in  the  next  issue. 

Parker  Cleveland 
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Wendell  resident  Ken  Simmons,  an  ento- 
mologist who  wrote  his  Ph.D.  dissertation  on 
black  flies  in  Wendell,  is  working  with  lh 
full  time  helpers  on  an  Acid  Precipitation 
Mitigation  Project  (APMP)  on  Whetstone  Brook 
in  Wendell  Depot.   The  research  project  is 
sponsored  with  85%  federal  money,  and  15% 
state  money  under  the  umbrella  of  the  Na- 
tional Atmospheric  Precipitation  Assessment 
Program  (NAPAP),  set  up  in  1980  with  a  ten 
year  mandate  to  determine  the  possibilities 
of  correcting  the  damage  from  acid  rain, 
from  reducing  it  at  its  source  to  fixing  it 
where  the  problem  becomes  apparent,  in  lakes 
and  streams.  Ken's  project  will  measure 
the  effects  that  neutralizing  an  acidified 
stream  has  on  animal  and  plant  ecology,  and 
stream  chemistry.   No  one  sees  stream  liming 
as  a  solution  for  acid  rain,  but  it  could  be 
an  interim  measure  that  keeps  streams  viable 
until  acid  rain  is  stopped  at  its  sources. 
Wendell  surface  water  is  among  the  most 
acid  in  the  state.   Dave  Halliwell,  of  the 
Massachusetts  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife,  chose  Whetstone  Brook  from  over 
100  in  the  state  because  it  once  was  one  of 
the  best  brown  trout  rivers  in  the  state, 
but  now  supports  only  a  few  small  eels, 
brown  trout  and  brook  trout  because  of  its 
extreme  acidity.  A  completely  dead  stream 
would  have  been  no  good.   The  Whetstone 
watershed  has  low  development  which  makes  it 
possible  to  limit  outside  influences  on  the 
research  and  it  was  closed  to  most  vehicle 
traffic  with  a  single  gate  on  Kentfield  Rd. 

PH  is  a  measure  of  acidity  and  alkalinity 
PH  7  is  neutral,  above  7  is  alkaline  and 
below  7  is  acid;  a  drop  of  one  number  in  pH 
means  a  tenfold  increase  in  acidity.   Lemon 
juice  is  pH  of  2.2  to  2.4  A  healthy  stream 
has  a  pH  of  6  or  higher  and  "perfect"  rain 
has  a  pH  of  5.6  slightly  acidic  from  disolv- 
ed  C02  in  the  air.   Recent  rain  pH  has  been 
4.1  or  4.2  and  lower.  Whetstone  Brook  pH 
has  varied  from  6.2  in  the  summer  to  4.8  in 
the  spring  runoff  and  during  heavy  rains. 
Ken  hopes  to  raise  the  pH  to  6.5  and  to  keep 
that  pH  stable  through  the  year.   The  Miller: 
River  pH  varies  from  7  to  8  because  of  lime 
from  the  treatment  plants  and  industrial  and 
domestic  pollution. 

Below  pH  5.5  aluminum  in  the  water  changes 
form  and  becomes  more  soluble  and  more  toxic 
It  accumulates  in  the  gills  of  fish,  irritat- 
ing them  so  that  eventually  they  can  suffo- 
cate. 

The  lime  used  is  CaC03  (Calcium  Carbonate) 
which  is  almost  insoluble  in  water.   (Agri- 
cultural lime,  CaO,  Calcium  Oxide,  is  more 
caustic.)   If  it  were  just  dumped  into  the 
streanijdissolved  minerals  would  coat  the  out- 
side and  the  bulk  of  it  would  just  sit  in  a 
lump.   It  must  be  ground  and  mixed  into  a 
slurry  and  put  into  the  stream  in  measured 
doses. 

He  originally  hoped  to  start  liming  in 
1986,  but  there  were  delays.   The  first 
silos  for  storing  the  lime  were  wrong  and 
had  to  be  replaced.  Although  everyone  was 
helpful,  it  took  six  months  to  get  permits 
from  the  state  DEQE,  the  federal  EPA,  the 
town  planning  board  and  Conservation  Com- 
mission.  The  state  Department  of  Environ- 
mental Management  cooperated  by  stopping 
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IF  YOU  DON'T  RECOGNIZE  this  house,  here's  a  hint:  it  was  Chubb  Carey's 
one-pump  filling  station  and  garage  in  the  1930's.   Then  it  was  the  home  of 
the  Outerspace  Band  in  the  early  1970's.   It  was  the  site  of  the  first  Wendell 
Coffeehouse  during  the  winter  of  1978-79  (admission  was  1  log  for  the  woodstove). 
Around  that  time  it  also  was  a  Volkswagen  repair  shop.  It  burned  in  March,  1980, 
two  years  after  this  photograph  was  taken.   (Answer:  the  location  of  Apollo 
Blues,  whose  present  residence  is  the  barn  in  the  background). 

Further  information  on  this  subject  is  invited.   We  also  welcome 
your  reflections  on  other  areas  of  historical  interest. 


logging  on  its  land  in  the  Whetstone  water- 
shed.  Logging  changes  nutrient  flow  in  the 
ground  water  and  also  in  stream  water,  and 
would  add  confusion  to  the  data  being 
gathered. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  put 
a  stream  gauge  downstream  of  the  project. 

Dave  Wilder  has  sanded  Kentfield  Road 
above  the  bridge  with  salt-free  sand  that  he 
digs  separately,  and  when  the  project  is 
operating  he  will  truck  in  50  to  60  tons  of 
lime  a  year. 

The  remoteness  of  the  liming  site  has 
slowed  building  and  made  it  more  difficult. 
Workers,  including  volunteers  from  Trout 
Unlimited,  had  to  mix  concrete  by  hand  be- 
cause Ken  wanted  to  avoid  the  impact  of  hea/y 
machines  in  a  fragile  area. 

When  the  project  was  conceived  there  were 
excellent  liming  machines  available,  but  they 
were  all  powered  by  electricity,  and  so  were 
useless  on  Whetstone  Brook.  He  designed  a 
turbine  powered  ball  grinder  and  doser, 
powered  by  the  stream,  and  had  it  built 
by  a  contractor,  having  to  work  out  all  the 
details  with  no  precedent.   Now,  two  years 
later  than  he  had  hoped,  the  dam  is  built, 
and  except  for  a  few  special  parts  still 
being  made,  all  the  machinery  is  in  place 
and  operating  perfectly.   The  first  of  its 
kind,  this  liming  station  is  being  studied 
by  the  operators  of  similar  projects  in 
Tennessee  and  Pennsylvania. 

There  is  a  graduate  student  doing  a  de- 
tailed study  of  trout  egg  survival  in  the 
gravel,  and  survival  and  growth  among  young 
fish.   He  has  been  taking  fish  samples  for 
three  years  with  standard  electro-fishers, 
which  stun  the  fish  so  they  can  be  netted, 
and  have  their  growth  measured  by  their 
scale  patterns.  With  their  weight  and 
length  and  growth  rate,  he  can  determine  the 
nature  of  the  fish  population.   He  put 
hatchery  eggs  in  spawning  areas  in  the  fall, 
and  at  two  week  intervals  is  studying  their 
survival. 
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Water  samples  are  taken  as  frequently  as 
once  a  week  and  tested  for  35  parameters, 
including  pH  buffering,  oxygen,  aluminum 
and  other  toxic  metals,  anions  of  sulfur 
and  nitrogen,  and  phosphates. 

Black  fly  larvae  are  extremely  important 
for  trout,  as  their  most  abundant  food 
source  in  the  spring  when  trout  grow  and  eat 
the  most.   The  larvae  are  filter  feeders, 
eating  particles  the  size  of  the  lime  parti- 
cles that  will  be  added  to  the  stream  by  the 
limer.   Ken  wonders  what  the  diet  of  lime 
will  do  to  the  black  fly  larvae. 

He  hopes  to  be  testing  for  the  dose  of 
lime  within  the  next  three  weeks,  so  that 
liming  can  start  in  the  spring.   Also,  he 
hopes  his  grant  will  be  extended  to  make  up 
for  the  delays  he  has  faced. 


Joshua  Heinemann 
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Be  a  river  moniter.   To  find  out 
how  you  can  help  keep  an  eye  on 
the  river,  contact  your  local 
Watershed  members: 

Becker  Phelps 
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Wintyr  Sports 

This  is  my  kind  of  winter. 

There  is  a  group  of  people — I  call  them 
"winter  sports" — who  live  for  the  clammy 
cold  of  a  frozen  pond,  the  slick  scrape  of  a 
taboggan  as  it  plunges  wildly  down  a  hill 
steep  as  Everest's  north  slope,  or  the  soft 
shoosh  of  running  skis  just  before  that  icy 
snap  of  bone  as  something  that  used  to  be  a 
leg  does  a  360  around  a  blue  spruce. 

For  them,  snow  and  ice  are  siren-calls 
to  a  vast  outdoor  playground  and  20-below 
temperatures  are  "brisk". 

I  find  this  whole  attitude  more  than  a 
little  mysterious.   The  human  body  clearly 
wasn't  meant  to  withstand  New  England's  wea- 
ther between  December  and  March — I've  been 
outside;  you  can't  fool  me.   This  cold  makes 
your  bones  sneeze,  shocks  your  muscles  into 
deep  hibernation,  and  encourages  your  brain 
to  curl  up  in  a  little  ball  under  a  thick 
wool  blanket  and  hang  a  sign  on  the  door 
that  says:   DO  NOT  DISTURB  AS  LONG  AS  THE 

OUTSIDE  TEMPERATURE  WILL  CRACK  A  SINUS  LIKE 
AN  EGG. 

But  let  a  few  flakes  frost  the  forest 
floor  and  there  they  are,  traipsing  through 
the  woods  in  more  protective  clothing  than 
the  average  Eskimo  would  consider  necessary 
just  to  find  that  perfect  virgin  patch  to 
make  angels  in,  and  looking  for  all  the 
world  as  if  they  actually  enjoyed  doing  it. 

Now,  I  am  not  unfamiliar  with  winter.   I 
was  brought  up  in  the  wilds  of  rural  New 
Hampshire  where  winter  just  never  ends:   if 
you  knew  where  to  go  in  the  woods  behind  my 
house,  you  could  have  a  snowball  fight  in 
July.   I've  chopped  my  share  of  icicles  from 
the  eaves  so  I  could  see  out  the  windows, 
shoveled  the  appropriate  number  of  tons  of 
snow  so  I  could  open  the  front  door.   I've 
done  my  bit.   And  what  I  have  learned  so  far 
is  this:   there  is  never  enough  snow  to  con- 
vince your  boss  you  can't  get  to  work  but 
always  enough  to  keep  the  plane  you're  sup- 
posed to  take  to  Florida  in  February  ground- 
ed for  eternity. 

Or  at  least  as  long  as  your  vacation 
lasts. 

No,  winter  and  I  don't  get  along.   We 
are  wary  adversaries,  circling  each  other 
looking  for  a  weakness.   "Play"  doesn't  en- 
ter into  our  relationship.   This  is  war. 

And  so  I  have  this  to  say  to  all  the 
winter  sports  out  there,  wailing  and  gnash- 
ing their  teeth  at  the  sight  of  all  this 
dry,  bare  ground  and  all  those  people  run- 
ning around  in  their  shirtsleeves: 

First,  every  Narragansett  medecine  man 
in  a  radius  of  a  thousand  miles  has  already 
been  hired  by  somebody  else  to  do  a  snow 
dance  to  attract  the  Great  White  Blizzard 
God.   Put  the  phone  down. 


Second,  there's  snow  up  north,  guys.   A 
car  will  get  you  there  in  a  few  hours;  by 
dogsled  it  will  take  a  little  longer. 

And  third,  this  dud's  for  me. 

Every  ten  or  fifteen  years,  give  or  take, 
winter  relaxes  long  enough  to  give  folks 
like  me  a  break'.   It  pauses  to  regroup,  R&R 
in  the  Great  White  North  while  the  southern- 
er portions  bask  in  the  wind  from  Miami. 
Believe  me,  all  it's  doing  is  recruiting 
bigger  battalions  and  fresher  troops.   This 
is  a  temporary  truce  for  strategic  purposes, 
not  a  permanent:  sai  render. 

So  relax.   Warm  up  the  barbecue,  iron 
your  old  Bermuda  shorts,  and  open  that  bot- 
tle of  suntan  lotion  that's  been  gathering 
dust  in  the  bathroom  closet,  lonely  as  a 
yuppie  during  a  tofu  strike.   It  can't  last 
much  longer. 

This  is  New  England,  remember? 

michael  j.  mcphee 

In  the  middle  of  this  warm  winter,  my 
heart  remembers  that  beautiful  rainbow  of 
Fall  which  blessed  the  land  and  people  of 
Wendell.   It  was  truly  magnificent  to  behold. 
Its  colors  shifted  and  changed  and  melted 
with  the  glowing  sunset.   Such  an  incredible 
sight;  I  believe  it  is  one  of  nature's  finest 
gifts  to  us.  And  so,  I  wrote  a  little  poem 
and  want  to  share  it: 
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The  Rainbow,  The  hope  of  treasured  dreams, 
the  gift  of  pure  light,  perpetual  &  bright, 
all  from  the  one  reminding  us  life  is  not 
done . 

Upon  our  land  -  a  pot  of  gold  is  our  neigh- 
bors helping  hand. 

Here  and  above  this  rainbow  of  sparkling 
love  is  soft  and  gentle  as  an  echoing  dove. 
Darkness  and  clouds  will  loom  but  the  silent 
rainbow  dispels  all  gloom. 
Treasures  come  forth,  if  we,  but  dare, 
to  use  the  gift  of  the  Rainbow. 

by  Clare  Green 
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TragerSM  Psychophysical  Integration 

WITH  DIVYASHINN 
WENDELL.  MA  01349 
BY  APPOINTMENT  (617)    544-2851 


© 


Milton  Trager,  M.D.  has  been  developing  his  innovative  approach 
to  movement  re-education  over  the  past  55  years.  Trager  bodywork 
is  a  unique,  non-intrusive  way  to  facilitate  the  release  of  holding 
patterns  in  the  body  and  mind,  and  effortlessly  restore  free  flowing 
movement  and  full  self-expression.  The  sensitive  and  caring,  yet 
dynamic  rhythmic  motions  of  Trager  table  work  gently  allows  one 
to  let  go  of  deep  rooted  tensions  and  create  a  profound  state  of 
relaxation. 
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Instead  of  staying  home  and  writing  this, 
I  went  out  to  do  what,  j   was  wanting  to  write 
about.   Ice  skating!   It  could  have  been 
anywhere  but  it  was  at  Ruggles  Pond. 

The  five  minute  drive  up  nearby  Montague 
rd.  was  long  enough  to  find  time  to  wonder 
if  anyone  else  had  accepted  the  open  invi- 
tation.  But  usually,  we're  alone  with  our- 
selves.  Once,  there  were  eight  cars  parked 
in  the  parking  lot  and  my  anticipation  was 
sparked   A  party!   Images  of  icy  revelry, 
but  those  cars  belonged  to  invisible  hikers. 

Solitude  with  nature  is  fine  so  we  are 
content  to  play  alone  but  I  am  mystified  as 
to  the  whereabouts  of  our  sporting  and  play- 
ful neighbors.   I  know  they  exist,  might 
even  have  locate-able  skates.   Rusty  or  shiny 
they  once  worked.   Why  mine?!   I  found  them 
in  the  old  coop,  useful  discards  from  a  form 
er  Wendellian.   Two  sizes  too  big  but  per- 
fect for  bulky  socks  1 

I've  heard  of  a  local  collector  with  40- 
50  pair.   Probably  wouldn't  mind  parting 
with  a  few.   I  never  even  sanded  mine 
down.   Just  left  a  rusty  streak  behind 
and  darlin,  let  me  tell  you,  as  unpro- 
fessional as  it  might  sound,  and  no  need 
to  be  fancy,  I  do  sail. 

On  occasion,  we've  shared  the  ice  with 
friends;  adults  who  claim  balance  and 
grace  of  winter  sport,  become  youthful 
risk  takers.   And  fearless  youths  who 
discover  speed  and  bodies  that  glide  on 
slender  metal  feet.   They  try  a  dance 
step,  a  leap  and  press  forward.   The  even 
younger  kids  are  happy,  delirious  even 
on  their  bums.   Fast  learners! 

This  year  the  back  woods  and  slopes 
have  been  denied  our  ski  antics.   But 
the  trees  surrounding  the  rinks  tell 
decent  stories  as  we  entertain  them. 
Wild  twirlers,  wobbly  knees,  confident 
cruisers...  Hysterical  games  of  ice  hockey 
played  with  rotten  branches  and  pucks  of 
frozen  earth.   People  otters  playing  and 
dreaming  of  the  Olympics.   Everyone's  a 
star  out  there. 

The  outing  I  referred  to  was  a  saall 
party  of  my  daughter  and  myself.   Feeling 
somewhat  skeptical  about  the  conditions — 
it  had  just  snowed  2"  then  rained  and 
rained —  we  were  bolstered  by  some  con- 
siderations.  It  was  an  unnaturally  bril- 
liant 1989  "winter"  day.   The  steep  shaded 
walk  down  to  the  pond  from  the  lot  would 
offer  ice  thrills  no  matter  what  lay  be- 
yond but  was  not  to  be  taken  as  indica- 
tive of  pond  conditions.   We  had  felt 
this  way  before  and  had  come  upon  an  icy 
paradise  clear  and  enticing  to  the  most 
tentative  skater.   Our  spirits  soared  and 
there,  finally,  before  us  lay  the  long 
exense  of  wild,  winter  beauty.   Open  to 
the  wind,  deserted,  blown  clear  and  waiting 
to  share  itself. 

The  rest  of  the  "winter"?   In  apx. 
3  weeks,  around  George's  birthday,  sugaring 
begins  and  this  heralds  the  finale  of 
winter.   But  if  you're  reading  this,  what 
I'm  suggesting  is  near  your  back  yard. 
Or  there's  Wickett  or  Wyola...  We  have 
something  special  when  we  find  ourselves 
alone  on  that  icy  plain,  but  I'd  like  to 
see  you  too. 

What  are  your  winter  fantasies?   One 
of  ours  runs  like  an  era  past.   Sleighs 
pulling  popcorn  carts,  selling  hot  soup, 
chili,  cider...  A  bonfire...  A  community 
on  the  ice  stays  off  the  rocks. 

Nina  Keller 


Kathleen  Spring 
N.  Main  Street 
New  Salem,   Ma 
Lie.   #  41650 
(617)  544-7530 
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Plastics,  my  child 
your  future  is  in  plastics] 


In  labs  down  at  UMass  and  around  the 
world,  those  clever  scientists  are  research- 
ing the  biodegradable  plastic  of  the  future. 
Far  from  the  sound  of  the  oil  fields,  a  re- 
newable source  of  non-petroleum  based  plas- 
tic has  been  found germs!   Since  prehis- 
toric times,  some  kinds  of  bacteria  have 
been  storing  energy  inside  their  wee  bodies 
in  the  form  of  tiny  polymer  beads,  just  as 
we  store  our  extra  energy  in  beads  of  fat. 
These  grains  of  natural  plastic  are  made  by 
biological  processes,  and  likewise  broken 
down.   The  problem  is  what  the  cost  of  har- 
vesting biological  plastic  is  7k   times  the 
cost  of  artificial  petroleum  based  plastic. 
The  Office  of  Naval  Research  has  therefore 
funded  UMass  scientists  Clinton  Fuller  and 
Robert  Lenz  to  study  how  bacteria  make  plas- 
tic and  to  raise  strains  which  will  "fatten 
up"  nicely  with  polymers.   These  scientists 
forsee  that  someday  our  garbage  and  sewage 
may  be  used  to  create  a  stew  for  feeding 
these  useful  cooties.   Products  from  this 
plastic  can  be  used  and  truley  gotten  rid  of 
when  its  job  is  finished,  or  reused  to  feed 
new  batches  of  bacteria.   Think  of  how  much 
cheaper  our  dump  fees  will  be  then,  and  how 
much  better  the  landscape  will  look  without 
Mickey  D's  and  Burger  King  boxes  and  cups 
all  over  it. 

Currently  the  so-called  biodegradable 
plastics  on  the  market  are  madle  from  petro- 
leum polymers  laced  with  cornstarch  and  ether 
additives.   Over  a  period  of  time,  these 
items  fall  apart  at  the  molecular  seams  and 
become  too  small  to  see,  but  the  plastic 
never  does  break  down. 

The  commercial  plastics  industry  is  be- 
ginning to  use  new  technology  to  create  bio- 
degradable plastics.   It  is  still  cheaper 
for  food  vendors  of  all  types  to  use  plastic 
rather  than  paper  service  ware.   We  "vote" 
for  biodegradable  plastic  everytime  we  ask 
for  it  and  buy  it.   A  cleaner  world  is  bought 
and  sold  over  the  grocery  counters,  its  a 
matter  of  economics.   You  can  hasten  the  use 
of  biodegradable  products  by  being  willing 
to  demand  them  and  being  willing  to  pay  tteir 
more  expensive  price.   In  the  future,  the 
cost  will  come  down  when  the  technology 
catches  up  with  the  need.   The  long  term 
price,  well,  what  do  you  think  will  be  the 
savings? 

written  by  fcCathy  Becker 
researched  by  Floyd  Borokov 

JAMES  R.  SAWYER 

Special  Agent 

278  Main  Street,  P.  O.  Box  796 
Greenfield,  MA  01301 
Office:  (413)  772-0238  ^~.    , 

Residence:  (617)  544-6860         /  >- 
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The  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  •  Milwaukee 


judith  a  Mcintosh 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

1782   MAIN  STREET 

ATHOL  MASSACHUSETTS  01331 

(617)   249-7986 
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While  meeting  with  the  Franklin  County 
Solid  Waste  Planning  Board  for  over  a  year, 
Jonathan  von  Ranson  developed;  some  ideas 
which  he  submitted  to  the  Wendell  Board 
of  Health  at  their  January  23rd  meeting. 
He  feels  Wendell  should  join  the  solid 
waste  district,  but  should  do  as  much  as 
possible  with  the  waste  here  in  town, 
saving  transportation  costs. 

His  basic  plan  is  an  extension  of  the 
recycling  already  started  in  town,  expanded 
with  room  for  more  types  of  materials,  a 
baler  for  cardboard,  a  shredder  for  plastic, 
and  a  holding  area  for  household  hazzardous 
and  toxic  waste.   Hopefully,  source  reduc- 
tion will  be  pursued,  by  law  if  necessary, 
at  the  state  and  national  levels.  After 
all  the  spearation,  the  remainder  would  be 
low  in  volume  and  toxicity,  and  could  be 
landfilled,  in  town,  without  much  regulation 
or  supervision  from  the  DEQE  and  EPA.   With 
his  written  statement,  Jonathan  also 
submitted  a  tentative  site  plan  showing 
sheds,  and  different  categories  in  the 
separation  process. 

The  Board  of  Health  approved  of  his  plan 
in  principle,  although  the  members  felt  that 
implementing  it  would  require  money  we  do 
not  have  now,  as  well  as  the  efforts  of  a 
temporary  fill  time  worker  designing, 
possibly  building,  or  supervising  the  con- 
struction of  the  necessary  sheds,  research- 
ing and  pursuing  markets,  and  dealing  with 
the  DEQE  and  EPA. 

As  a  method  of  estimating  the  size 
and  expense  of  the  metal  problem,  the 
Board  of  Health  brought  in  a  container  from 
Partyka,  our  landfiller  in  Chicopee,  filled 
it  with  refrigerators  and  appliances,  and  in 
the  process  cleared  access  to  the  landfill. 
The  cost  was3^C  a  pound  plus  shipping, 
roughly  the  cost  of  compacted  trash.   While 
the  container  was  here,  Dave  Walsh  bought  a 
tarp  and  covered  the  container  so  we  would 
not  be  paying  to  dispose  of  ice  and  snow. 

Josh  Heinemann 


Tel:  (6I7)  ^44-3067 


BENNETT  CONSTRUCTION 

Commercial  and  Residential 


DEAN  BENNETT 


Jennison  Road.  Box  202 
Wendell.  MADIW 


THE  PHOTOS  OF  REFUSE  on  this  page  and 
other  pages  in  this  issue  are  of  a  few  of 
the  illegal  dump  sites  in  various  gullies 
and  hollows  of  Wendello   Illegal  dumping 
mystifies  members  of  the  board  of  health 
since  the  Recycling  Center  and  Transfer 
Station  continues  to  accept  bulky  items 
like  washing  machines  and  refrigerators, 
as  well  as  corrugated  and  ordinary  trash. 
Cooperation  of  Wendell  residents  is  re- 
quested to  avoid  a  local  repitition  of 
the  events  described  in  Arlo  Guthrie's 
"Alice's  Restaurant." 


JOE  &  CAROL  DIEMANO  " 

DEAN  WONSEY 
("Spf  fVl  fVfl  WILLIAM  TROMBI 


ut& 


NATL 
1-800-DIEMAND 

MASS. 
800-922-8494 

LOCAL 
508-544-7206 


MORMON    HOLLOW    ROAD    •    WENDELL.    MA    01379 
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There  seems  to  be  a  concern  over  the  dis- 
appearance of  pets  on  Wendell  and  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  Post  (Dec.  -  Jan.  )  one  of  the 
theories  put  forth  was  the  possibility  of  an 
animal  called  a  fisher  taking  them.   Although 
this  is  quite  likely,  we  found  some  miscon- 
ceptions about  this  fascinating  wild  animal 
in  the  article  and  felt  it  important  that 
people  understand  this  animal  before  judging 
it  too  harshly. 

The  fisher  is  in  the  weasel  family  and  is 
a  large  relative  of  the  weasel,  mink,  and 
skunk.   It  is  dark  brown  and  is  approximately 
3-3-2  feet  long  including  its  long  tail. 
Despite  its  name,  it  does  not  fish.   It  can 
be  found  near  wetlands  and  traps  were  often 
baited  with  fish  and  this  perhaps  led  to  its 
name.   Its  food  is  primarily  mammals  like 
squirrels,  snowshoe  hares  and  mice  and  it  is 
perhaps  best  known  as  the  predator  of  porcu- 
pines.  It  is  a  quick  and  skilled  predator 
and  a  very  agile  tree  climber.   The  fisher 
prefers  heavily  wooded  areas  and  has  a  home 


Fisher 

(Martes  pennan  ti) 


range  of  8-15  miles  and  can  have  hunting  cir- 
cuits as  long  as  60  miles. 

The  fisher  was  found  throughout  the  east- 
ern United  States  as  far  south  as  the  Appa- 
lachians of  North  Carolina,  before  the  Euro- 
peans imported  themselves  to  North  America. 
Relentless,  unregulated  trapping  and  the  se- 
vere habitat  changes  (forest  to  cleared  land; 
brought  about  by  Europeans  caused  the  fisher 
to  disappear  from  most  of  New  England.   In 
the  1940s  they  were  only  found  in  any  numbers 
in  the  Adirondack  Mountains  of  New  York. 
With  the  return  of  New  England  forests  and 
regulated  trapping  the  fisher  has  begun  to 
reclaim  much  of  its  former  range.   The  fisher 
is  a  symbol  of  New  Englands  wilderness  heri- 
tage; a  heritage  that  predates  our  occupation 
of  North  America,  and  should  be  welcomed  back 
to  the  woodlands  of  Wendell. 

Bill  Lafley/Kim  Noyew 
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Excavating 
Bulldozer 
Backhoe  Work 
Stone  Walls 


WILDER  ENTERPRISES 


Gravel ,  Loam 
Septic  Systems 

I  Perk  Tests 

[Complete  Site  Prep 


STAR  ROUTE  10 

WENDELL  DEPOT,  MASS 

01380 

617-544-2773      Land   Clearing 
Snowplowing 
Sanding 
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handpainted  tiles 

custom  work  welcome 

consultation  and  design 

Carol  Spargo 

P.O.  BOX  152   •   WENDELL.  MA  01379 
617544-6752 


«  PROFESSIONAL  SOUND  SYSTEMS 

|  KLONDIKE  j 

!  SPUND  CO.  ] 

^  BEAR  MOUNTAIN  ROAD,  WENDELL,  MA  01379 

/  (617)  544-2744  | 

A  John  "Klondike"  Koehler  ( 
w  ffv«**"»  cvw^a  ti^wo  cv«**»t>  (TM^i  rv  j 


f^fdjgTK^Z^r 


Matt  (D.  StameCC 

Lutfiier 

"Ltrpert  repairs  to  violins,  violas,  celli,  string  bass  &  guitars  \ 
Construction  of  steel  string  guitars 

workshop  (413)  256-0936 
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Even  with  the  Rte.2  issue  seemingly 
settled,  the  monthly  Full  Moon  Coffeehouse 
at  Wendell  Town  Hall  continue  to  evolve  in  a 
tradition  of  community  celebration.   Janu- 
ary's edition  drew  a  packed  house  of  revel- 
ers to  hear  folk  singer  Cindy  Kallet  and 
soak  up  some  mid-winter  cheer.   The  next 
session  convenes  at  8pm  sharp  on  the  evening 
of  February  18th,  with  headliner  Court 
Dorsey.   Court's  band,  Bright  Morning  Star, 
have  just  released  their  third  album  on  the 
Flying  Fish  label,  "Sweet  and  Sour".   The 
folk  oriented  Chicago  based  label  has  also 
released  albums  by  area  based  artists 
Jonathan  Stevens  ("Creationland")  and  the 
Rude  Girls  ("Rude  Awakening")  in  the  past 
couple  of  years.   "Sweet  and  Sour"  was  re- 
corded and  mixed  at  Wendell  Recording  Studio. 

Wendell  Studio  continues  to  expand  its 
audio  and  video  capabilities  and  also  offer 
a  studio  engineer  training  course.   Founders 
Jeff  and  Judy  Bauman  headlined  a  recent  cof- 
feehouse with  their  band  Judy  and  the  Jets, 
which  also  includes  Jonathan  Dorr,  Doug 
Huntington  and  Fred  Schweitzer. 

Loose  Caboose  continues  to  gig  regional- 
ly with  a  re-vamped  line-up  which  includes 
long-time  members  Jonathan  Dorr  and  Jahn 
Bullock.   They  appeared  at  the  U.Mass.  Fine 
Arts  Center  last  summer  with  Olatunji  as 
part  of  The  Bright  Moments  Festival  of  '88. 

Three  former  members  of  Caboose  have 
teamed  up  with  the  Montague  based  reggae 
band,  The  Equalites.   The  band  played  a 
benefit  concert  in  Wendell  Town  Hall  on 
December  3rd,  1988,  which  raised  several  hun- 
dred dollars  for  Jamaican  victims  of  Hurri- 
cane Gilbert.   The  group's  new  line-up  fea- 
tures Boo  Pearson,  David  Boatwright  and 
Andrew  Dickinson,  all  formerly  of  LCB,  in 
addition  to  long  standing  Equalites  Edward 
Refoner,  Adam  Bauer  and  David  Noonan. 

Noonan  and  Boatwright  have  also  been  in- 
volved in  local  cassette  releases  which  may 
be  of  interest  to  area  music  fans.   Noonan 
handles  the  drums  on  "When  Babylon  Falls",  a 
cassette  by  rockers  One  Seed.   Those  inter- 
ested in  obtaining  a  copy  may  call  Heartsong 
at  (413)  367-9339.   Though  the  band  no  long- 
er gigs  regularly,  Heartsong  will  perform 
solo  in  a  benefit  for  the  Peace  Project  at 
the  Common  Ground  Restaurant  in  Brattleboro, 
Vt.  on  March  11th.   Both  the  One  Seed  tape 
and  "Crossover"  by  David  Boatwright  were  re- 
corded at  Soundesign  Studio  in  Brattleboro 
and  feature  all  original  music. 

Wendell's  legendary  bluesman,  Perry 
Howarth,  continues  to  boogie  for  audiences 
regionally.   The  band,  now  known  as  Perry 
and  the  Screamers,  features  Dana  Tollman, 
Bob  St.  Germaine  and  David  Boatwright  and 
was  recently  featured  at  the  First  Night 
celebration  in  Worcester  and  the  well  known 
blues  club  "Downtown"  in  Lowell.   They'll  be 
,at  the  Mole's  Eye  in  Brattleboro  on  Feb.  11th 

John  "Klondike"  Koehler  continues  to  run 
his  internationally  acclaimed  sound  company 
from  expanded  facilities  on  Bear  Mt.  Road. 
Klon  was  recently  the  subject  of  a  feature 
story  in  the  Valley  Advocate.   Fellow  Outer- 
spaceman  "Wail in"  Dave  Robinson  will  open 
for  Jimmy  Reed's  brother,  saxophonist  A.C. 
Reed  at  Sheehan's  in  Northampton  on  Feb.  18th. 

So  don't  let  cabin  fever  get  to  you. 
Treat  yourself  to  a  night  out  and  support 
your  local  musician. 
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After  a  long  year  full  of  the  odors, 
noise,  and  disruption  that  accompanies  a 
construction  project  of  this  size,  Swift 
River  Elementary  School  is  scheduled  to  fi- 
nally move  into  its  new  wing  this  week.   It 
will,  that  is,  if  the  inspectors  due  on 
Monday  say  it's  ready.   Len  Strauss,  princi- 
pal of  Swift  River,  says  it's  looking  good 
right  now  and  everyone  is  working  hard  to 
make  it  happen,  but  "if  the  inspectors  say 
it  isn't  ready,  nobody  will  move  in  until 
they  approve." 

When  they  do  move — and  if  the  schedule 
holds,  they  will  be  well  established  in 
their  new  home  by  the  time  you  read  this — 
that  itself  is  going  to  be  quite  a  project. 
The  whole  school  will  be  moving — including 
the  library  and  the  offices — to  allow  reno- 
vations in  the  old  section  to  begin.   There 
have  been  problems  with  the  roof  in  the  old 
section,  and  some  other  things  need  to  be 
corrected,  but  Strauss  says,  "these  aren't 
massive  renovations.   There  will  be  some 
changes  to  make  the  old  section  consistent 
with  the  new  wing,  and  work  will  continue 
in  parts  of  the  new  wing:   the  pre-school 
isn't  ready  yet,  the  gym  isn't  ready,  and 
the  stage  still  has  some  work  to  be  done 
on  it." 

But  all-in-all,  things  are  finally  com- 
ing together.   With  luck — and  the  inspec- 
tor's approval — the  3rd  and  4th  grades  will 
be  the  first  to  move  into  their  new  quart- 
ers.  A  staggered  moving  schedule  has  been 
worked  out  to  keep  the  various  pieces  of  the 
move  at  a  manageable  level.   If  the  schedule 
holds,  the  3rd  and  4th  grades  will  go  home 
at  noon  on  Wednesday,  and  the  afternoon  will 
be  spent  on  their  new  classroom  so  that  it 
will  be  ready  for  them  when  they  come  into 
school  Thursday  morning.   Other  grades  will 
follow  the  same  procedure  until  everybody  is 
switched  over. 

"We  started  with  the  3rd  and  4th  grades 
because  their  classroom  is  on  the  corner, 
out  of  the  way  of  most  of  the  traffic," 
Strauss  says.   "We  wanted  to  minimize  the 
disruption  as  much  as  we  could." 


It  is  a  strategy  they  have  followed 
throughout. 

"We  didn't  want  to  close  the  school  for 
any  part  of  this,"  Strauss  says.   They  want- 
ed to  minimize  the  impact  of  the  construc- 
tion going  on  around  them  without  ruining 
the  school's  routine,  which  periodic  clos- 
ings would  certainly  have  done. 

Strauss  again:   "This  has  been  a  very 
hard  year  for  everyone.   At  times  the  odors, 
the  noises...  The  construction  going  on  all 
around  us  made  things  very  difficult."  But, 
he  says,  the  teachers  and  parents  have  been 
very  understanding  of  what  the  school  has 
been  going  through,  and  their  work  and  sup- 
port made  it  possible  to  run  a  school  in  the 
middle  of  a  construction  project — which  is 
pretty  much  what  they  have  struggled  to  do 
for  the  past  year.   Anyone  who  has  ever 
lived  in  a  house  while  they  built  it  will 
sympathize  instantly. 

But  though  it  has  been  a  difficult  year 
and  the  work  isn't  finished  yet,  "now  we 
can  see  light  at  the  end  of  the  tunnel. 
Sometimes  it  seemed  that  it  would  never  be 
over,"  he  sighed. 

I  know  just  what  he  means. 

— michael  j.  mcphee 


fUyonalx 


An  old  stand-by  activity  for  the  kids  - 

young  and  old!   Kids  love  playdough  -  tuck 

this  recipe  away  for  a  rainy,  snowy  of  sick 

day. 

COOKED  PLAYDOUGH 

2  c.  flour       4  T.  cream  of  tartar 

2  c.  water       1  c.  salt 

H   c.  oil 

1-  mix  all  dry  ingredients  in  saucepan 

2-  add  in  wet  ingredients 

3-  stir  together  and  cook  over  medium  heat 

4-  until  it  all  cooks  into  a  round  ball. 
Keep  stirring  until  it  does  -  amazing  but 
it  does  get  to  a  ball  -  about  5-10  minutes 

5-  then  cool  it  on  plastic  surface  or  wax 
paper 

6-  kids  love  to  play  with  it  when  warm  - 
divide  it  into  sections  and  color  each  sec 
tion  differently  with  food  coloring.   Kids 
love  to  do  it. 

7-  store  in  airtight  container  or  plastic 
bag  in  refrigerator  or  at  room  temperature 

8-  this  playdoh  keeps  a  long  time  and  has  a 
great  texture 

9-  enjoy  and  use  your  imagination  for  tools 
(shells,  rocks,  feathers,  little  trucks, 
toys,  kitchen  utensils  etc.) 

by  Clare  Green 


Tiwf,  Fun 


People  are  still  needed  to  join  the  Wendell 
Volunteers  List.  We  already  have  two  pro- 
jects underway  using  two  of  our  volunteer 
carpenters.  We  are  very  excited  about  the 
savings  this  will  mean  to  the  town,  and 
anxious  to  have  many  more  names  so  that  the 
same  17  people  (that  we  already  have  sign- 
ed up  will  not  be  overworked! 
Please  contact  Claudia  Pommer  at  544-8846 
or  send  in  this  handy  foriru   Thankyou. 

Please  take  the  time  to  fill  out  this 
little  form  today  and  send  it  to  Claudia 
Pommer,  PO  Box  175,  Wendell,  MA  01379.   Or 
if  you  prefer,  call  544-8846.   Claudia  is 
our  volunteer  contact  person. 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  WENDELL 
Name 


Address 
fhone 


Skills 


Time/day  preference_ 


new  & 
clothing 

used     ^V 
swap      \$* 

Fri  2-8 
Sun  9-4 

Sat  10-8 
Mon  2-8 

located  at:  The  Wendell  Country  Store 


P'DTemand 


I 


r 

HAIRCUTTING  SHOP    \j   !  J"T  T*  IT  D 

HAIR  CUTS  FOR  MKN   Wr  ^  ■      G-  »> 


HAIR  CUTS  FOR  MEN 
PERMS  FOR  WOMEN 

544-3045 


^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^ 


f 


Dt:  tyfCwicfi  \T5enedetbi 

OPTOMETRIST 

General  Family  Practice 
Eye  Care  -  Eye  Examinations 
Eye  Glasses 
All  contact  lens  types, 
gas  permeable  and  soft 

No-line  Bifocals 
Athol,  Mass.  249-8931 


u 
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iFrom  )kf  Arts  Cotinci  I 


The  Wendell  FreeLibrary  is  the  recipient 
of  a  grant  of  over  100  hours  of  PBS  program- 
ming on  VHS  videocassettes ,  including  "Amer- 
ican Playhouse",  "Planet  Earth",  "Nova", 
"The  Jewel  in  the  Crown",  and  Alistair  Cooke's 
"America".   This  award-winning  collection 
was  a  gift  of  the  John  D.  and  Catherine  T. 
MacArthur  Foundation  Library  Video  Classics 
Project  —  a  nationwide  project  to  make  the 
tapes  available  to  public  libraries. 

The  videocassettes  will  be  loaned,  free 
of  charge,  to  library  patrons.   Any  resident 
of  Massachusetts  may  register  as  a  patron  of 
the  library.   The  videocassettes  will  also 
be  available  to  area  schools  for  classroom 
use. 

The  Wendell  Free  Library  houses  a  growing 
collection  of  books,  magazines,  LP  records, 
audiocassettes,  and  educational  children's 
games.   Popular  and  educational  videocas- 
settes from  the  Millers  River  Video  Collec- 
tive as  well  as  audiocassettes  and  books 
from  the  Western  Mass  Regional  Library  Sys- 
tem are  also  available  at  the  library. 

A  special  thanks  to  library  trustee  Chris 
Wings  for  her  work  in  applying  for  this 
special  grant  1 ! 

NEW  LIBRARY  HOURS:   Tues.  3-5pm,   6-iipm 
Wed.   12-4pm,  6-8pm 
Sat.   9:30-I2:30pm 
1:30-3 :30pm 


The  Friends  of  the  Library  will  meet  with 
the  Library  Trustees  Feb.  2,1989  at  7:30pm. 
One  topic  will  be  earning  money  for  a  VHS 
video  recorder  for  the  library  to  have  to 
loan.   Interested  in  becoming  a  Friend  of 
the  Library?   Stop  in  and  let  us  know. 

The  library  has  some  new  titles  on  the 
shelves  and  lots  more  to  be  cataloged.   Here 


rate :  izissu.es  Foz  *-i go 


NAME. 
ACFRES5 


'■-      RQ.BcsK   113     \^ENP£LL,|*\ASS.    O1379 


local  fresH  eggs 

cv  fcwiQj  run  6uswejss  *>inc£  wjafo 


is  a  sampling  of  what's  new  in  books  at  your 
library. 

ADULTS : 

Dale  McCormick,  House  Mending,  (home 
repair  for  the  rest  of  us),  author 
of  Against  the  Grain,  a  Carpentry 
Manual  for  Women. 

Collected  stories  by  Gabriel  Garcia 
Marque z 

Robert  Scheer,  With  Enough  Shovels, 
Reagan,  Bush  and  Nuclear  War 

Bob  Wood,  Troubleshooting  and  Repair- 
ing Small  Home  Appliances 

edited  by  Dale  Spender,  Feminist 
Theorists,  Three  Centuries  of  Key 
Women  Thinkers 


CHILDREN: 


Beverly  Sherman,  Georgia  O'Keefe, 
The  Wideness  and  Wonder  of  Her 
World 


Byrd  Baylor,  Moon  Song 

Herbert  S.  Zim,  What's  Inside  of 
Animals? 


Katherine  Paterson,  Of  Nightingales 
That  Weep 

R.  A.  Montgomery,  The  Owl  Tree 

Lois  Lenski,  Strawberry  Girl 

Natalie  Babbitt,  Tuck  Everlasting 

Mez 

fiou  Jbick  Topics  ? 


Do  you  have  waste  oil  or  other  hazardous 
waste  that  you  would  like  to  dispose  of 
properly  but  have  had  trouble  doing  so? 

If  you  have  a  quantity  of  hazardous  waste 
— pesticides,  lead-based  paints,  paint  thin- 
ner and  other  solvents,  inks,  as  well  as 
used  motor  oil,  etc. — that  needs  safe  dis- 
posal, please  contact  Nina  Keller,  Hazardous 
Waste  Coordinator  and  let  her  know. 

The  results  of  this  information  will  help 
Wendell  health  officials  plan  its  waste 
disposal  program  for  the  coming  months  and 
years. 

Meanwhile,  please  remember  to  keep  this 
material  from  going  into  the  ground  or 
water,  either  through  the  Wendell  Recycling 
Center  and  Transfer  Station  or  elsewhere. 

Call  Nina  and  tell  her  what  you  have  and 
how  much  in  the  way  of  hazardous  waste. 
Her  number  is  544-2857. 

Jonathan  von  Ranson 


{& 


P-TIGHT  INSULATORS 


ELASTOMER1C  GLUE  BINDER 
RESIDENTIAL  *  COMMERCIAL 

BLOWN-IN  *  SPRAY  ON 

THERMAL  *  ACCOUST1CAL 

FIRE  PROOFING  *  VAPOR  BARRIER 

ROCKWOOL  *  CELLULOSE 

John  +  Johanna  Bailey      (413)- 259- 1.64 3 


Greetings  from  the  Wendell  Arts  Council. 
The  local  artists  that  were  funded  in  our 
most  recent  cycle  are  now  gearing  up  for 
their  spring  projects,  and  it  looks  like  we 
have  some  fun,  interesting,  and  free  events 
coming  our  way. 

The  Wendell  Old  Home  Day  Committee  has 
organized  a  contra  dance  and  pot  luck  supper 
to  welcome  in  Spring.   The  dance  will  be  call 
ed  by  Cammy  Kaynor,  and  is  tentatively 
scheduled  for  Sunday  afternoon,  March  19th. 
This  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Arts  council 
and  is  free  to  the  public.  More  details 
will  be  posted  around  town  closer  to  the  date 

Debbi  Friedlander,  a  local  singer/song 
writer,  will  hold  a  concert  for  young  people 
and  their  families  on  Sunday  April  16th  at 
2:00  P.M.  in  the  Wendell  Town  Hall.   This 
free  concert  will  include  songs  that  were 
written  and  composed  with  the  help  of  child- 
ren. We  feel  fortunate  to  have  a  chance  to 
showcase  this  talented  and  experienced 
musician. 

The  pre-school  will  be  treated  to  a  morning 
of  story  telling  and  creative  movement  with 
Dorothy  Clare  Green  entitled  "Be  a  Rainbow". 

Joy  Brenneman  and  her  second  grade  class 
at  Swift  River  School  will  compose  and  exe- 
cute a  dance  and  musical  performance.   The 
children  will  create  their  own  story,  and 
then  work  with  local  artists  Steven  Schoen- 
berg  and  Jennifer  Whitcomb  who  will  combine 
their  talents  to  add  music  and  movement  to 
this  extravaganza.  We  will  provide  you  wit] 
specifics  about  the  performance  as  the  plot 
thickens. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  among  a  number  of 
local  arts  councils  that  contributed  funds 
to  the  Arts  Council  of  Franklin  County  as 
it  develops  a  major  "cultural  plan"  that  will 
eventually  expand  the  cultural  opportunities 
available  to  our  community. 

Our  next  funding  cycle  deadline  is  early 
April,  and  grant  applications  are  now  avail- 
able from  any  arts  council  member.  Also,  a 
reminder  that  the  P.A.S.S.  (Performing 
Artist/Student  Series)  program  provides  free 
tickets  for  children  in  Kindergarten  through 
grade  12  who  are  interested  in  attending 
performances  by  artists  who  are  involved  in 
the  program.   If  you  are  interested  in  find- 
ing out  about  upcoming  events,  there  is  a 
roster  of  artists  and  performance  groups 
available  at  the  Wendell  Library.  You  can 
apply  for  these  free  tickets  during  our  April 
funding  cycle. 

The  December  Coffee  House  benefitted  the 
Arts  Council.   The  performers  were  excellent 
the  house  was  packed,  and  the  evening  was  a 
tremendous  success.   We'd  like  to  thank  the 
Coffee  House  Committee  for  its  great  work. 

In  closing,  we  encourage  anyone  interested 
in  becoming  a  member  of  the  Arts  Council  to 
please  join  us.   Our  three  founding  members 
will  soon  be  required  to  step  down,  as  they 
are  now  completing  their  six  year  terms. 
It  is  a  nominal  commitment  of  four  meetings 
a  year,  and  the  process  of  reviewing  and 
selecting  grant  applications  is  interesting 
and  informative,  especially  for  those  of  us 
who  want  to  learn  about  grant  writing. 
Plus  we  have  a  fun  time  together.   I  hope  yo 
enjoy  this  upcoming  season  of  events. 


Phyllis  Lawrence 
Anne  Diemand 
Pat  Judice 


Lynne  Meryl 
Carol  Spargo 
Jennifer  Whitcomb 


COMMONWEALTH 
ACUPUNCTURE 


NANCY  GROSSMAN,  Reg.  Ac. 

Acupuncture,  Acupressure 

150  Fearing  Street  #2 ?,  Amherst,  MA  01002 
413/549-5855 
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THANK  YOU 

The  Selectment  would  like  to  express  their 
appreciation  to  all  the  volunteers  donating 
their  time  and  talents  to  help  complete  the 
Fire  Station/Highway  Garage. 

BUILDING  FACILITIES  COMMITTEE: 

The  Selectmen  are  accepting  applications 
for  the  newly-created  Building  Facilities 
Committee.   The  Committee  will  be  made-up  of 
7  members,  each  appointed  for  a  two  year  tern 
The  Committee  will  consider  appropriate  uses 
for  space  available  in  Town  buildings  (Town 
Hall,  School,  Library  and  Fire  Station/High- 
way Garage)  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
Selectboard  on  the  best  use  for  each  build- 
ing. 

MEMBERS/STAFF: 

James  Slavas  resigned  in  August;   Jonathan 
von  Ranson  was  elected  in  November  to  com- 
plete  Jim's  term,  which  expires  in  May,  1989. 

Regina  Salizar,  Selectmens  Clerk,  went  on 
a  three  week  vacation.   That  was  in  August. 
She  called  in  December  to  let  the  Selectmen 
know  she  would  return  in  the  summer  of  1989. 

In  July,  Deb  Radway,  former  Erving,  Wen- 
del^  and  Warwick  shared  Administrative 
Assistant,  took  a  new  position  in  Lexington, 
MA  as  the  Assistant  to  the  Town  Manager. 
Kathleen  Ramsay,  is  the  new  Administrative 
Assistant  for  the  towns  of  Wendell  and  War- 
wick.  She  may  be  reached  at  the  Town  Hall 
on  Tuesdays  and  Thursday. 

MEETINGS: 

July /August 

-  coordination  of  Fire  Station/Highway 

Garage 

-  continued  focus  on  FY89  budget  and  need 
for  override 

September /October 

-  approached  by  Postal  service  -  asked  if 
Town  interested  in  leasing  out  a  town 
building  as  new  Post  Office;  Selectboard 
decided  Town  not  ready  to  commit  to  lorg 
term  lease.   Future  needs  of  Town 
Officers/Boards  not  known. 

-  coordinate  Fire  Station/Highway  Garage 
project. 

-  Requested  by  residents  of  Old  Farley 
Road  to  support  their  efforts  to  keep 
that  road  open  and  secure  easements 
from  Mr.  Thomas  Kupper  to  use  the  newly 
constructed  route  for  residents. 

November /December 

-  same  agenda,  (as  Sept/Oct) 

-  set-up  Building  Facilities  Committee  to 
recommend  uses  of  spaces  available  in 
Town  buildings.   Started  to  recruit 
members. 

-  issued  Class  III,  liquor  and  general 
store  licenses. 


January 

-  review/discussion  of  proposed  demoli- 
tion dump  on  Mormon  Hollow  Road. 

-  Selectmen  von  Ranson  developing   compre- 
hensive waste  management  plan   for 
Wendell. 

ALL  BOARD  MEETING: 

January   24th   -   Representatives    from  the 
Department   of  Revenue   gave   a  presentation  on 
Proposition  2h,  municipal    finance,    local  aid 
and   the   computer   assisted  Mass  Appraisal 
system  (CAMA). 

APPOINTMENTS: 
9-   6-88   Jennifer  Whitcomb   to  Arts   Lottery 

Council 
9-20-88    (by  Moderator)   Linda  Facey   to  Wen- 
dell  Building  Committee 

10-  4-88   Daniel  Bacigalupo    as  Deer  kill   ex- 
peditor 

10—1 1—88  Dolores  Williston   to  Board   of 
Registars 

12-20-88  Randy  Kness    to  Finance   Committee 


Members   needed    for  Building 
Facilities   Committee   to    inventory 
and   assess   the   functions   and    uses 
of  all   the   buildings   owned    by   the 
Town,    and    determine,    if  necessary, 
what   facilities  we   need   or  how  the 
existing  facilities    could    be    re- 
arranged   to    accomodate   new  needs. 

Contact  Moderator,    Kathy 
Becker  at   5^-2086. 

Robert  Shulman  has   been 
appointed    acting  chair.      Someone 
else    signed    up   at  Town  Meeting, 
but   the    list   is    lost;    please 
restate   your   interest! 
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12-  4- 
12-14- 
12-15- 
12-17- 
12-18- 
12-19- 

12-24- 

12-24- 


12-31 
1 


8-89 


One  car  accident  on  Cooleyville  Rd 
One  car  accident  on  Depot  Hill 
Two  car  accident  off  Depot  Rd. 
One  car  accident  on  New  Salem  Rd 
Family  disturbance  on  Stone  Rd. 
Break  &  entry  of  a  cabin  on  New 
Salem  Rd. 
One  car  accident  on  Morse  Village 

Rd. 
Three  one  car  accidents  on  Depot 
Hill 

One  car  accident  on  New  Salem  Rd. 
One  car  accident  on  Jennison  Rd 


ssira,  L*oa 


12-29-88   Douglas  Johnson  Chimney  fire- 
Wendell  Depot 
1-  6-89   Smoke  investigation  -  Myron 

Becker  residence  -  Locke  Hill  Rd. 
1  -14-89   Bardsley  residence  -  chimney  fire 
Wendell  Depot  Road 
1-18-89    False  alarm  -  Wendell  Depot 

JLtinJ    Irmstyrf 

Emma  M.  Cappelluzzo  to  Richard  M.  Ingersoll 

2.7  acres  -  West  Road  12-7-88 

Lester  A.  &  Mildred  T.  Cook  to  Ann  Marie 

Payne  -  4  acres  and  house  -  East  Main   »   _c 

lz— y— oc 

Bruce  S.  Browning  to  Mark  M  &  Sheila  L. 

Browning  -  8.14  acres  -  Jennison  Road  12-1-88 

Peter  A.  Gerry  to  Richard  R.  &  Victoria  L. 

Shaw  -  9.272  acres  and  buildings  -  New  Salem 

Road  1 1-23-88 

John  McMilleon  to  Donald  E.  Chappell  III  & 

Judith  M.  Gropenhoff  -  1.06  acres  -  Locke 

Hill   Road  11-16-88 

►  e^*sz>  <±**%^>  s**+^s  z**+»s  e>*^  «-****»  ui 
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I  HELP  WANTED 

[ASSISTANT  ATTENDANT  for  the  Wendell  Recycl- 
ing &  Transfer  Station.  Strong  interest  in 
, recycling  helpful. 

[      Hours   Sat.   9-5   $4.80/hr. 

[Send  letter  of  application  to  Board  of 
•Health  c/o  Wendell  Town  Hall  by  Feb.  25. 
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> RITE-WAY  wood  stove;  needs  parts.   18' 
►antenna  tower.   $60  for  both.   Call  Bob 
>Ellis  (413)  659-3512 


jWANTED  TO  BUY:  Small  or  compact  freezer  in 
,good  working  condition.   Call  Mike  or  Missy 
544-7601. 
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DR.  PAUL  A.  KOWACKI 

PRACTICE  OF  CHIROPRACTIC 


NORTH  QUABBIN  CHIROPRACTIC  CARE 

26  NORTH  MAIN  STREET,  ORANGE,  MASS  01364 

(508)  544-7902 
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[6171  544-6035 


CEEB 


PERSONALIZED  PRESCRIPTION  SERVICE 


MICHEL  G.  DOW.  R.Ph 
l„..t.rTr 


5  SOUTH  MAIN  STREET 
ORANGE.  MA  0V364 
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